
Vesna Mikolič Vesna Mikolič 
Faculty of HumanitiesFaculty of Humanities Science and Research CentreScience and Research CentreFaculty of Humanities, Faculty of Humanities, Science and Research Centre,Science and Research Centre,

University of Primorska,University of Primorska, Koper, Slovenia Koper, Slovenia 
vesna mikolic@fhsvesna mikolic@fhs kp sikp sivesna.mikolic@fhsvesna.mikolic@fhs..kp.sikp.si

S i h LS i h LSwim the Language.Swim the Language.
iiLanguage Learning at Language Learning at 

European SwimmingEuropean SwimmingEuropean Swimming European Swimming 
EventsEventsEventsEvents

Trieste, 16Trieste, 16--17 October 200917 October 2009



Aim of the paper:Aim of the paper:

•• toto presentpresent thethe projectproject SwimSwim
thethe LanguageLanguage ChallengeChallengethethe LanguageLanguage ChallengeChallenge

•• toto stressstress onon thethe importanceimportance ofof
hh ll l il i i li lthethe languagelanguage learninglearning materialmaterial

forfor interculturalintercultural educationeducation andand
languagelanguage forfor specificspecific purposespurposes
learninglearninglearninglearning



The projectThe project Swim the LanguageSwim the LanguageThe project The project Swim the Language Swim the Language 
ChallengeChallenge

•• Swim the Language Challenge Swim the Language Challenge waswas a project a project 
supported by the EC Lingua Programme tosupported by the EC Lingua Programme tosupported by the EC Lingua Programme to supported by the EC Lingua Programme to 
promote language learning at international promote language learning at international 
swimming eventsswimming events (2007(2007--2008)2008). The Challenge . The Challenge waswasgg (( )) gg
an online language race to win a trip with an online language race to win a trip with 
accreditation to the swimming finals of the Beijing accreditation to the swimming finals of the Beijing 
Olympics 2008.Olympics 2008.

•• Project partners: Project partners: LEN: Ligue Européenne de LEN: Ligue Européenne de 
d h ld h l ffNatationNatation, , Budapest Business SchoolBudapest Business School, , University of University of 

PrimorskaPrimorska, , Leader Comunicare IntercultureLeader Comunicare Interculture
h // h l / hh // h l / h•• http://www.swimthelanguage.org/meet.htmhttp://www.swimthelanguage.org/meet.htm



The project The project Swim the Language Swim the Language 
ChallengeChallenge –– the Methodsthe MethodsChallengeChallenge –– the Methodsthe Methods

•• ParticipantsParticipants enterenter thethe racerace inin thethe virtualvirtual poolpool atat EuropeanEuropean SwimmingSwimming•• ParticipantsParticipants enterenter thethe racerace inin thethe virtualvirtual poolpool atat EuropeanEuropean SwimmingSwimming
ChampionshipsChampionships andand onon thethe websitewebsite.. TheThe racerace isis inin fourfour EuropeanEuropean
languageslanguages:: Finnish,Finnish, Hungarian,Hungarian, ItalianItalian andand SlovenianSlovenian..

•• The language pool covers:The language pool covers:The language pool covers:The language pool covers:
Visiting and Hosting Visiting and Hosting 
Socialising Socialising 
SwimmingSwimmingSwimming Swimming 
Meeting culturesMeeting cultures
•• LanguageLanguage swimmersswimmers havehave accessaccess toto thethe trainingtraining sessionssessions presentingpresenting::
languagelanguage gamesgameslanguagelanguage games,games,
quizzes,quizzes,
multiplemultiple choicechoice activitiesactivities inin thethe languageslanguages theythey choosechoose..

WhWh hh dd hh ii hh ll ii•• WhenWhen theythey areare ready,ready, theythey swimswim thethe languagelanguage racerace inin upup toto twotwo
languages,languages, theythey gaingain scoresscores andand accessaccess toto thethe followingfollowing legleg ofof thethe
relayrelay.. TheThe sumsum ofof thethe scoresscores gainedgained inin thethe fourfour legslegs givesgives accessaccess toto thethe
FinalsFinals ofof thethe ChallengeChallenge inin MalagaMalaga 20082008FinalsFinals ofof thethe ChallengeChallenge inin Malaga,Malaga, 20082008..



The project Swim the Language Challenge The project Swim the Language Challenge 
was promoted at Swim the language pool at was promoted at Swim the language pool at 
the international swimming events set by the the international swimming events set by the 
programme of the project Swim the Languageprogramme of the project Swim the Language::

•• August 2007 European Masters ChampionshipAugust 2007 European Masters Championship--KranjKranj•• August 2007 European Masters ChampionshipAugust 2007 European Masters Championship Kranj Kranj 
Presentation of the “Swim the language” ChallengePresentation of the “Swim the language” Challenge
First Leg First Leg –– Visiting and HostingVisiting and Hosting

•• D b 2007E S i i Ch i hi (Sh t )D b 2007E S i i Ch i hi (Sh t ) D bD b•• December 2007European Swimming Championship (Short course)December 2007European Swimming Championship (Short course)--Debrecen Debrecen 
Second Leg Second Leg –– SocialisingSocialising

•• March 2008European Swimming Championship (Long Course)March 2008European Swimming Championship (Long Course)--EindhovenEindhovenMarch 2008European Swimming Championship (Long Course)March 2008European Swimming Championship (Long Course) EindhovenEindhoven
Third and fourth Leg Third and fourth Leg –– Swimming and Meeting CulturesSwimming and Meeting Cultures

•• July 2008European Water Polo Championship in Malaga July 2008European Water Polo Championship in Malaga 
h h ll lh h ll lSwim the Language Challenge FinalsSwim the Language Challenge Finals

•• August 2008 Olympic Games in BeijingAugust 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing
A trip to the Swimming Final CompetitionsA trip to the Swimming Final CompetitionsA trip to the Swimming Final CompetitionsA trip to the Swimming Final Competitions

•• TThe he participants participants tought it was very usefultought it was very useful..



ThTh j tj t S iS i thth LLTheThe projectproject SwimSwim thethe LanguageLanguage
ChallengeChallenge waswas presentedpresented andand usedused alsoalso::

•• by the participants of theby the participants of the 1515th andth and 1616th Summer Courses of theth Summer Courses of the•• by the participants of  the by the participants of  the 1515th and th and 1616th Summer Courses of the th Summer Courses of the 
Slovenian Language in Slovenian Language in 2008 2008 and and 20092009

•• by Erasmus students at the University of Primorska during their individual by Erasmus students at the University of Primorska during their individual 
learninglearninglearninglearning

•• by the students of the Slovenian Language as theby the students of the Slovenian Language as the Third Foreign Language Third Foreign Language 
at the Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literature at the University at the Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literature at the University Ca̕ Ca ̕ 
Foscari in VeniceFoscari in Venice

•• by the students at the Faculty of Humanities at the University of Primorska by the students at the Faculty of Humanities at the University of Primorska 
as a part of two as a part of two coursescourses: : SSociolinguistics and The Slovenian Language as ociolinguistics and The Slovenian Language as 
the Second/Third Languagethe Second/Third Language
b th t d t f th F lt f Ed ti K t th U i it fb th t d t f th F lt f Ed ti K t th U i it f•• by the students of the Faculty of Education Koper at the University of by the students of the Faculty of Education Koper at the University of 
PrimorskaPrimorska



E lE lExample:Example:

•• AA:: II wouldwould likelike aa ticketticket toto thethe citycity..
BB Si lSi l t ?t ?•• BB:: SingleSingle oror return?return?

•• AA:: HowHow longlong isis returnreturn ticketticket valid?valid?gg
•• BB:: AA weekweek.. HowHow longlong areare youyou stayingstaying inin

town?town?town?town?
•• AA:: SixSix daysdays..

BB YY tt tt t it i ti k tti k t ItIt ii lidlid•• BB:: YouYou cancan getget aa tenten triptrip ticketticket.. ItIt isis validvalid
onon thethe bus,bus, train,train, tramtram andand undergroundunderground..



C l iC l iConclusionsConclusions

•• TThe he participants participants tought tought the racethe race was very was very 
f lf lusefuluseful..

•• The race represents very useful teaching The race represents very useful teaching e ace ep ese ts e y use u teac ge ace ep ese ts e y use u teac g
and learning materials for teaching foreign and learning materials for teaching foreign 
languages languages for specific purposeslanguages languages for specific purposeslanguages, languages for specific purposes languages, languages for specific purposes 
and for intercultural education.  and for intercultural education.  


